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Admission of the Kosova Academy of Science and Arts in ALLEA -
General Assembly on 26 March 2004 

“President Drenth declares that delegations of ALLEA have made site visits at four 

candidate members, The Serbian Academy of Sciences, The Kosovo Academy of Arts and 

Sciences, the Montenegrin Academy of Sciences and Arts and the German Academy 

'Leopoldina' and that open and excellent discussions have led to satisfactory conclusions 

on the acceptability of the Academies as Member of ALLEA. 

The Steering Committee, after taking cognisance of the respective reports and after 

thorough discussions, unanimously decided to propose the General Assembly to accept the 

four candidate Members.

The proposal is agreed unanimously.”

[Minutes of the ALLEA General Assembly  2004]
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Kosova Academy of Science and Arts
 Symbol of courage and conviction: continuation of its work since 

1975 despite adverse conditions

 Solidarity with Academy from members and supporters in most 
difficult times (self-organisation without public support: 1994-99)

 Even in times when academic freedom is constrained: Ideas and 
thoughts cannot be oppressed

„Denn meine Gedanken
Zerreißen die Schranken
Und Mauern entzwei:
Die Gedanken sind frei.“ 

[German Folksong from 18th century]
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ALLEA Member academies in the 
Balkan region 

Source (map): www.siteselection.com/issues/2012/jul/european-union.cfm
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Membership in ALLEA: Diversity and Inclusion

 Autonomous decision on membership based on scientific 
and procedural criteria 

 Independent from political and ideological conditions

 Inclusiveness of membership: understanding of Europe in 
its geographically and culturally widest sense –

“ALL European Academies”

 Not restricted to political limits (EU) or disciplinary direction 

 Not limited to one “National” Academy per country
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ALLEA Member Academies

 55 Academies of Sciences and Humanities from more than 
40 countries in the Council of Europe region

 Member Academies are self-governing communities of 
scientists and scholars across all fields of the natural 
sciences, the social sciences and the humanities. 

 Member Academies operate as learned societies, think-
tanks, grant givers and research performing organisations
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The beginning of Academies  

Plato ś Akademeia (founded 387 BCE)

“[…] where young men were taught with the goal of 
educating philosophically thinking officials.”

“It has been said […] that it was strongly connected with 
the political life of Athens.”

“[The] Akademeia advised rulers and also the community 
in quite a few issues.”

[J. Engelbrecht; 2010]
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Early example of political interference

Plato’s Akademeia closed by the Byzantine Emperor 
Justinian in 529 CE.

“The views of the Academy were not in line with his own 
and therefore considered injurious to his ruling.” 

[P. Drenth; 2005] 
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Renaissance of Academies 

Year Name Country Location 
158 3 Accadem ia dela Crusca Italy  F lo rence 
1635 l’Academ ie française F rance Paris 
1652 Academ ia Naturae Curio so rum  G erm any  Schw einfurt 
1660 Ro y al So c iety  United King do m  Lo ndo n 
1663 l’Académ ie des inscriptio ns et belles-lettres F rance Paris 
1666 l’Académ ie des sc iences F rance  Paris 
17 00 Preußische Akadem ie der W issenschaften Prussia Berlin 
17 10 Ro y al So c iety  o f Sc iences at Uppsala Sw eden Uppsala 
17 13 M adrid Real academ ia españo la Spain M adrid 
17 24 Ro ssi'iskay a akade'm iy a nau'k Russia S:t Petersburg  
17 42 Det Ko ng elig e Danske Videnskabernes Selskab Denm ark Co penhag en 
17 43 Am erican Philo so phical So c iety  USA Philadelphia 
17 46 Naturfo rschende G esellschaft Sw itzerland Bern 
17 52 De ho llandsc he m aatsc happ ij der w etenschappen The Netherlands Am sterdam  
17 60 Det Ko ng elig e No rske Videnskabers Selskab No rw ay  Tro ndheim  
17 7 2 Académ ie ro y ale des sc iences, des lettres et des beaux-arts Belg ium  Brussels 
17 7 9 Academ ia das Ciênc ias de Lisbo a Po rtug al Lisbo n 
17 8 3 Ro y al So c iety  o f Edinburg h Sco tland Edinburg h 
17 8 4 Die Bö hm ische G esellsc haft der W issensc haften Bo hem ia Prag ue 
17 8 5 Ro y al Irish So c iety  Ireland Dublin 
17 95 l’Académ ie des beaux-arts F rance Paris 
 

[L. Engwall; 2013]
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Rebirth of the idea of an academy …

 …as a place for exchanges among excellent 
scientists and scholars

 …as a meeting and working place for 
interdisciplinary collaboration

 …as an independent and trusted stronghold of 
knowledge
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Principles of Academies in the past and present

Some basic and fundamental principles of Academies 
have not changed:

 Excellence

 Independence / Autonomy

 Authority (“The wisest have the most authority”; Plato)

 Interdisciplinarity



ALLEA
ALL European Academies

12

Scientific Excellence 

Independence and 
autonomy

Principles of Academies
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What do these principles comprise?

Independence and Autonomy Scientific Excellence

self governance research integrity 

free selection and election of members peer review

transparent, self-determined and 
democratic appointment procedures

high ethical standards

independence from national research 
agendas

membership based on scientific 
merits

… …
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Principles of Academies

Gottfried Wilhelm Leibniz (1646-1716):

First President of the „Kurfürstlich-
Brandenburgische Societät der 
Wissenschaften“ 

(later: Preußische Akademie der Wissenschaften; 
Today: Berlin Brandenburg Academy of Sciences
and Humanities)

Theoria cum Praxis 

Scientific exercise, particularly in 
Academies, to be of value for the 
society.

Painting by Johann Friedrich Wentzel d.Ä. (around 1700)
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Theoria cum Praxis 
in order for the Academies to help tackling the pressing
challenges of the 17th/18th Century, including:

 Conflicts, Wars

 Existential Need

 Poor – Rich

 Health

 Nutrition

 Bondage

Principles of Academies
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Principles of Academies

Theoria cum Praxis:

„The work of science and scholarship 

should from the very beginning be 

directed towards its benefits and 

usefulness.“
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Principles of Academies: 
Interdisciplinarity

Theoria cum Praxis today:

Interdisciplinary approach of modern academies in order to help tackling 

the complex challenges we are facing today, including:

Need for joint
interdisciplinary efforts

 World population

 Health

 Energy

 Nutrition

 Water

 Global warming
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Principles:

Excellency and
Independence
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Role and responsibilities:

Promote knowledge, 
advocate quality of science 
and research, give
advice society and decision 
makers
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When are these principles threatened?

 Economic and political interests and motives to influence 
research results

 Governmental interference in the structure and 
mechanisms of academies 

 Deprivation of right to free election and appointment 
procedures of Academy members

 Imposition of ideological or religious criteria for the conduct 
of science and research

 Fraud and misconduct enter in the scientific exercise
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How does ALLEA react when it comes to 
infringements of these principles?

 Seek close contact to affected academy and gather 
information

 Support member academies in their national contexts 
e.g. by letters of concern to the heads of state

 Offer advice and guidance for alternative approaches 

 Consider “fact finding missions” if situation becomes 
alarming and/or inscrutable



ALLEA
ALL European Academies

22

Letter to President Abdullah Gül regarding the Turkish Academy of Sciences

“Independence and excellence are the basic conditions and decisive criteria for Science 
Academies worldwide. Only if these criteria are respected, an Academy can exercise its 
function as the conscience of science in society.”

“[…] we would like to urge you once more to restore the Academy’s autonomy and to grant and 
protect the basic criteria of independence and excellence by reversing the legislative changes 
in question.” 

Letter to President Vladimir Putin regarding the Russian Academy of Sciences

“[…] Science and research are dependent on global interaction, on science-based decisions 
about their programmes and the intellectual freedom of the scientists and scholars.”

“The reputation of the Russian science and research system is threatened to be undermined if 
its most important research institution runs into the danger of being deprived of functioning 
on the basis of internationally recognised principles in the conduct of science and research.” 

Recent Cases
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Mission of Academies

 Assemble the most eminent scientists and scholars

 Advocate excellence in science and research

 Discover, make known and preserve our cultural heritage

 Represent independence of thought and enhance the 
interdisciplinary and science society dialogue

 Advise society and policy makers in complex and pressing 
(societal, technological, …) challenges

Some more words about academies…
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ALLEA – Aims and objectives
 Promote the exchange of information and experiences 

between Academies 

 Offer European science and society advice from its Member 
Academies 

 Strengthen the Academies’ position among scientific and 
science policy institutions in Europe

 Strive for excellence in science and scholarship, for high 
ethical standards in the conduct of research 

 Foster independence from political, commercial and 
ideological interests

Some more words about ALLEA…
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What we do…

 ALLEA’s policy for science work addresses the broader 
framework conditions for science and research in 
Europe and beyond

 ALLEA advice takes the form of analytical reports and 
studies, memoranda and statements, articles and 
essays

 ALLEA contributes to improving the framework 
conditions under which science and scholarship can 
excel

 ALLEA’s positions are elaborated through permanent 
and issue-focused expert Working Groups 
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ALLEA’s themes include… 

 European Research Area (ERA) and Horizon 2020 

 Digitisation and Research Infrastructures 

 Intellectual Property Rights and Open Access

 Science and Ethics / Research Integrity

 Science Education / Early career researchers

 Social Sciences & Humanities / E Humanities
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How do we do that? 

Presidency and Board actively engage in science policy 
activities with EU bodies and other relevant stakeholders

ALLEA raises the Academies’ voice in the deliberations on 
European science policy

ALLEA Working Groups assemble the leading experts 
from the Member Academies in selected areas of interest
 Working Groups can be of permanent character or of 

limited duration
 Working Groups regularly meet and formulate 

recommendations for action in their respective remits
 Working groups liaise with relevant partners in order 

to create synergies and enhance the outreach 
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ALLEA Working Groups 

Working Group Chair Lead Academy

Intellectual Property Rights 
(permanent)

Professor Joseph 
Straus 

Union of German Academies of 
Sciences and Humanities

Science and Ethics
(permanent)

Professor Göran
Hermerén

The Royal Swedish Academy of 
Letters, History and Antiquities 

Science Education Professor Odile
Macchi

Académie des Sciences 

E Humanities Dr Sandra Collins Royal Irish Academy 

Social Science and 
Humanities

Professor John 
Bell 

The British Academy 



ALLEA
ALL European Academies

29

Cooperation

 ALLEA seeks to improve and strengthen the 
collaboration with partner organisations in Europe 
and beyond

 EASAC, Academia Europaea, EuroCASE, Science 
Europe, IAP, UAI, …

 In some cases, joint actions are needed

 Example: joint letter against cuts in EU budget for 
research (AE, ALLEA, EASAC)
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Joint letter of support for research budget in Europe (11/2012) 
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ALLEA publications reach a wide range of decision-makers and stakeholders in 
the science policy arena

Recent Examples

 Statement on OPEN SCIENCE FOR THE 21st CENTURY

 Report: A RENEWAL OF SCIENCE EDUCATION IN EUROPE

 Statement on PATENTABILITY OF INVENTIONS INVOLVING HUMAN 

EMBRYONIC PLURIPOTENT STEM CELLS

 Roadmap: EMBEDDING SOCIAL SCIENCES AND HUMANITIES IN HORIZON 

2020

 Statement on OPEN ACCESS AND INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY

 Statement on ETHICS EDUCATION IN SCIENCE

Outcomes –Publications
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Outcomes –
Conferences and Symposia

Scientific symposium in the context of ALLEA General Assembly 2013: 
“Management of Large Data Corpora” | Berlin | April 2013

Conference “Facing the Future: Big Challenges for the Social Sciences and 
Humanities” (in cooperation with ESFRI) | Berlin | November 2013

Conference “The Grace Period and Topical Issues of Intellectual Property“ (in 
cooperation with National Academy of Ukraine) | Kiev | November 2013

35
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And – last but not least: Visits to ALLEA member 
academies

ALLEA can contribute to a mutual understanding and 
strengthen the cooperation in Europe particularly 
between the Academies.

Hopefully also with this lecture today.

ALLEA can only be as strong as the involvement and 
commitment of its members allow for. 

So thank you very much for the 
invitation!

36
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Thank you very much for your attention.

c/o Berlin Brandenburg Academy of
Sciences and Humanities
Jaegerstr. 22/23
10117 Berlin
Germany 

Phone: +49 (0)30-3259873-72
Fax:      +49 (0)30-3259873-73
Email:   secretariat@allea.org

www.allea.org 

Further information:      ALLEA Secretariat


